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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY BOARD

July 10, 1973

PFIAB/NSC Review Completed.|

'Dear Bill:

PFIAB has supported our National Reconnaissance Program

(NRP) since its inception and played an active role in formu-

lating the Vance/Raborn agreement under which the NRP has
. been managed since 1965. o

In recent years, the circumstances which permitted the Vance/
Raborn agreement to function as effectively as it did have been

' substantially altered: NSA and the military services have de-
veloped active, ongoing satellite reconnaissance programs,;
overhead reconnaissance has become the principal means of
national verification of Soviet compliance with the SALT agree-
ments; the President has specifically directed the DCI to exercise
greater authority over national intelligence programs; and funds

" are no longer readily available. A

With a new composition of EXCOM yet to be worked out, and

- the recent announcement of NRO Director McLucas' appointment
as Secretary of the Air Force, the direction and management
structiure for the NRP are in a period of transition. Itis a con-
sensus of the Board that this transition period should be used to
evaluate the type of NRP management structure required for the
future, and to promulgate an NSCID for the NRO. The Board
desires to assist in the resolution of these basic issues.

Sinéerely,

Wheaton B. Byers

%%E @ﬂ?@( Executive Secretary
£ [N .

My, William E. Colby
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